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welcome to southwestern pennsylvania and specifically Duquesne, the home of the Gr. Pittsburgh community

Food Bank. Our central distribution facility ,i*., I I countiis in southwestern Pennsylvania, reaching

ra network of 360 local food assistance providers andT

dassistanceprovidersintheirrespectivecounties.our
c50%oofthefoodwedistr ibuteisdonatedbythefood

here in Pennsylvania.

In 2004,..A Blueprint to End Hunger" was created by 13 national anti-hunget otganizations including

America,s Second Harvest: the nation's food bank network, of which we are one of 208 members throughout

the United states. It outlined a plan to end domestic hunger by 2015. It focused on the critical role of u'S'

ioilil;d;;;,ni,"*J;'.o,,'r't*; heightened poriticir.wilt, rytinsilll:f:T..1-"^lTllll*io"PUrrvJ LU Cvtlrwvv rur

programs are inplace, requiring adequate f,*Oing and an elimination of the barriers to 
t1t::1*ilT,i""-PrvSrqrrr sLv 'r '  t"*'

This year, we are joining with advocates ttom ucios Pennsylvania, Governor Rende$,Tt?,Yt t^":t:,::,T:

d"#ffi;J;rr.rfi;;;il;;ongnutrition title in the reauthorization of the Farm Bill. As vou know, it
, l  Q+^* -  D*^ - rom /cnnn tn  he

##;il;ffi;G; f;;ffifi;tiederal prosrams. most notably the Food Stamp Program (soon to be
t .L  o - - - - -^ r^ -^ -+^ l  D^^ ' l  D-^nram onr l  fheJSLJ t. lrg yvrrwJ qrs v

renamed), The Emergeicy Food Assistance trogram, the Commodity Supplemental Food Program' and the

Farmers' Market Nutrition Program.

reetal loftheirnutri t ionalneeds.It isoneofthemost

cost effective programs funded by the commonwearth. Here in Alregheny county, we obtain and distribute

food through the SFpp on an average of 2l cents per pound. over 50% of those who are helped are children

and seniors.

This year,s increase to the program from $18 million to $18.75 million has made a significant difference in our

ability to more adequately address the needs of those who benefit from the program with a nutritious food

supply. We know fro* tir. recent studies conducted by America's Second Harvest that many people
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)ver their heads, medical and heating bills and food'

ow more people now living in poverty, although more

up to over 12% -from one out of 1 I to one out of 8 -9

e to help this growing number among us who need it' I

vhom we sought private sector donations'

This is why we are asking for an increase in the SFPP for 2007-08. The proposed cut in the Governor's budget

would mean a loss of ovei $67,000, translating into 225,331 fewer pounds of nutritious food. We applaud the

Governor,s proposal to expand access to the s-chool breakfast program and the increased federal resources it will

bring into many school disiricts. we know that more is needed to address the needs of our seniors, the working

poor and the disabled. We respectfully request an approqriation of $20 million for the SFPP for 2007-08' This

would be an increase of $105,000 providing an addiiionit lsz,ooo pounds of food for residents in need in

municipality by municipality here in Allegheny County

Itest gaps to insure greater reductions in hunger and

rteandprivateSourceswil lbeneededtoimplementour
unty servic e area) these additional dollars will also

.ies where persistent poverty abides; we have more of

We are fortunate to have great fertile land in Pennsylvania and hard working farming families. The Farmers'

Market Nutrition rrog.uto'(FMNP) of both federal and state governments provides $20 in checks to women

:am and low-income seniors for the past several years'

mil l ionhasallowedtheprogramtocontinuetoserve3
rvernor's budget calls for a $1 million reduction for the

rportant to our farmers and the program participants'

Jfood security for thousands of Pennsylvanians. We are

ing level of $3 million.

Finally, I ask you to consider a new program for Pennsylvania. Similar to the FMNP, the PA Agriculture

Surplus System eAiatir ; mutually bJneficial program for PA growers and people in need, served by the PA

Association of Food Banks' membei food banks. vroa"t.a after asuccessful program in Michigan, PASS

would provide ,"rpi"r pn grown produce to be distributed to people served by food banks throughout

pennsylvania if funded at tf,e $750,000 level that we request. In its inaugural state-wide year, 708'000 PA

households in need could receive bagged PA apples. we and our network of food banks here in SW PA are

ready to play our part to make pASS ilappen iniooz-08. PAss enjoys the support of Sec. wolff and apple

growers in pA. PASS will help apple fanners this year by adding the state-wide food bank network as a market

for their apples, helping them to move their producl and avoid crop waste. It is our hope that additional

products will be added to PASS in subsequent years'

These requests are all included in the yellow Book. we ask for your support and leadership on each of them as

well as your help in advocating for the Governor's requests for the Nutrition Title of the Farm Bill' working

together, we can achieve food-security for all Pennsylvania residents' Thank you for listening'


